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15. — CorneWs Primary Geography, forming Part First of a Syste- 
matic Series of School Geographies. By S. S. Coknell. New 
York : D. Appleton & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp. 96. 

We notice this book, because it is the first school geography that 
we have ever seen which seemed to us adapted to accomplish its pur- 
pose. The author, Miss Cornell, is herself a teacher, and her method 
has been suggested by her experience. She proposes to give in the 
beginning just those outline-views of the world and its salient features 
which the child can understand, and will learn without eflfort in the 
very process of understanding them, then to fill in the outline little 
by little, first by larger divisions and geographical facts of strong inter- 
est, and to fix these in the memory before smaller divisions and less 
noteworthy facts are taken cognizance of, reserving the circles and 
nomenclature of astronomical geography for the close of the process. 
For this purpose, there are progressive series of maps, each map con- 
taining just what the author wishes the child at that particular stage to 
remember, and no more. "We would earnestly recommend the adoption 
of this book, and shall look with much interest for the appearance of 
the subsequent numbers of the series. 



16. — 1. Outlines of History ; illustrated by numerous Geographical and 
Historical Notes and Maps. Emhracing, Part I. Ancient History. 
Part XL Modem History. Part III. Outlines of the Philosophy of 
History. By Marcius Willson. University Edition. New 
York : Ivison and Phinney. 1854. 1 6mo. pp. 845. 

2. American History : comprising Historical Sketches of the Indian 
Tribes, a Description of American Antiquities, with an Inquiry into 
their Origin and the Origin of the Indian Tribes ; History of the 
United States, with Appendices, showing its Connection with Euro- 
pean History ; History of the present JBritish Provinces ; History of 
Mexico ; and History of Texas, brought down to the Time of its Ad- 
mission into the American Union. By Mahcius Willson. New 
York : Ivison and Phinney. 1854. 8vo. pp. 706. 

We have examined these books sufiiciently to convince us that they 
are all that they purport and claim to be ; that the first is as good a 
compend of universal history as any, and better than almost any, in 
use ; and that the second contains a fuller array of materials and helps 
(in maps, plans, and charts, as well as text) for the study of American 
history, than has ever before been brought together. They of course 
do not supersede (as what compend can ?) particular and detailed his- 
tories ; but they will prove of the highest value, at once as class-books 
and as books of reference. 



